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Aquatics Forestry

WildlifeSoils

What is Envirothon Competition?





What is Scenario?

Based on current topic -

Agricultural Soil and Water 

Conservation Stewardship

Worth 1/3 of mark

Aquatics, Forestry, Soils, Wildlife

Most important part of competition

Important to know what judges 

are looking for



How does it work?

• Given scenario Sunday evening

• Opportunity to ask questions (all teams together)

• Given necessary materials 

• Sequestered for 3-4 hours that evening

• Have additional 30 minutes next morning



Scenario Presentation

Two rounds of judging

Teams present to panel of 5 judges

Maximum duration 20 minutes

Timer will let you know 5, 2 ,1 minute left

Stop at 20 minutes

Top 3 overall teams will present second time



A well-balanced presentation is easy to judge

Who are the judges (5)?

Experts in at least one of the fields

Good understanding of current topic

They are not the enemy

http://www.clipartof.com/use_policy


Scale for scoring (general)

0   Not at all

2   Major misconceptions and gaps; 

ineffective, inadequate, inappropriate

4   Some misconceptions and flaws,

minimally effective, somewhat

appropriate

6   Complete and accurate; effective,

adequate, and appropriate

8   Complete, very detailed, logical, ideas 

well supported and well organized; 

highly effective, all details appropriate 

10  Profound, in-depth, done in an

insightful manner; extremely effective,

points to a most effective strategy



Sample Outline

• Introduction (topic and team members)

• Background (tell judges about the situation)

• Plan (how to address the problem)

• Implementation (what needs to be done)

• Benefits (society, environment, economy, etc.)

• Other????



General comments

• You have 20 minutes – use it!

• Use strengths of your team

• Avoid gimmicks (keep it serious)

• Areas of concern when preparing

– Forestry, wildlife, aquatics, soils  

– Using references 

– Political issues (legislation, regulations)

– Economic issues (should not be problem)

– Environmental issues are key

• Make sure you have time to PRACTICE



How to  prepare

Study resource materials

Focus on the key topics and learning objectives

Know what judges are looking for (scoring sheet)

Make use of your team’s strong points

Work on introduction

Work on strategies 

PRACTICE



Agricultural Soil and Water 

Conservation Stewardship

http://mda.maryland.gov/resource_conservation/counties/ConservationChoices_2012_FINAL%20(1).pdf

1. Soil and Water Conservation BMPs; their purpose and implementation.

2. How are soil and water conservation BMPs interrelated to the management of wildlife, forestry and 

aquatic systems?

3. How do agriculturists maintain a balance between their quality of life versus the quality of the 

environment?

Key Topics



Agricultural Soil and Water 

Conservation Stewardship

1, Identify and recommend soil and water conservation best management practices in agriculture.

2. Describe the role of the federal government in conservation programs that benefit both agricultural producers and the 

environment.

3. Identify the concept of soil quality/health to provide the needed functions for the conservation planning process.

4. Identify various types of soil erosion and utilize different methods to estimate and predict soil erosion to assess land 

use impacts.

a. RUSLE 2 Equation

b. Aerial Photographs

c. Topographic Maps

d. Soil Maps

e. USDA Classification System

f. Soil Surveys

5. Explain why land-use planning is important to our ecosystems and to our economy to achieve sustainable agriculture.

Learning Objectives 



What do I mean by “strategies”

– Focus on Key Topics

– Best Management Practices (Conservation Choices)

– Ways to control sediment and improve water quality

– Tools: Maps, photos, LiDAR

– Impacts on wildlife, forestry and aquatics

– Financial Aid Programs

• Federal (Canadian Grants Business Centre – Farm Grants) 

• Provincial (Agriculture Direct Loans, New Entrant Farmer Loan 

Program, Others ?)



Poster Boards – maximum of 3 (may use both sides)

Use colored markers only (no printed material or pictures)

15 cue cards (3 x 5 inches) must be hand written 

Other materials that may be 

provided at competition

Materials you will be using for your presentation



Thank you


